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Driver Competence
As a club we need to prove that our drivers are “competent” and have the right skills and aptitude to drive for the relevant situation.

All members/guests can drive privately under direct accompanied supervision provided they are briefed about the specific loco before driving. 

For members

Different grades can then be approved –

P1 - Provisional - Drive accompanied by A1+ driver ready to take control.

P2 - Provisional - Drive with supervision - Other A2+ driver present around track - in sight

P3 - Provisional - Drive with supervision - A3 members on site
Public Running – Approved

A1 - Drive as part of double heading (not in charge of train) - Highest under 16 can have

A2 - Drive accompanied full guard

A3 - Drive with conditions - see individual drivers record

A4 - Full competence and responsibility to drive alone.
While many clubs have a long-established testing procedure this often relies on the subjective views of an appointed individual and their interpretation of the rules. Technicalities, missed appointments and just personal preference have been used as an alternative to actually assessing or justifying the approval or failure of an individual.

I would like to see a system where a driver’s ability is assessed in an open and honest forum. Rather than pass or fail there should be options/recommendations including additional training, supervised running or restrictions to certain situations.

SIGNED: _____________________________    DATE: ________________

NAME: _______________________________   

POSITION IN CLUB: _____________________

SIGNED: _____________________________    DATE: ________________

NAME: _______________________________   

POSITION IN CLUB: _____________________

Categories

Insurance States -

· Junior members can only pull public if they double head and other driver is in control of the train.

· Under sixteen must be supervised. 5 year old could just need on site while a 15 year old requires accompanying on the train.

Full Members

Insurance
Guidance Note - Drivers with Medical Conditions:  Persons are acceptable drivers unless they have a medical condition which would normally preclude them from holding a driving licence. This does not mean they have to have had a driving licence but just that the medical condition they have would preclude them from holding a driving licence were they to apply for one.
Drivers under the age of 16 may not carry as passengers members of the public whether gratuitously or fare paying but may carry as passengers fellow members and/or members of another bona fide model engineering club or society and/or members of their own family providing the driver under age 16 is supervised by a responsible and competent driver age 16 or over and all reasonable precautions are taken.

Clarified with broker

Supervision can mean competent driver on site but a 15-year-old may require direct accompanied supervision.

Under 16 drivers. Providing they are competent they may be involved in double heading but the other engine will be driven by a driver who is in control of the train.


